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short in stature and had large curved noses; the shape of
their skulls was of two types technically known as Armenoid
and Mediterranean. Racially they are considered to have

i been Japhetite.

The only evidence available of foreign trade in Sumer is
derived from an examination of the raw materials used in
the manufacture of objects in everyday use. All sorts of
stones and metals, for instance, had to be imported from
abroad, and in some cases it is possible to identify, or at
least guess at, their place of origin. Bitumen was of course
brought from the pitch-wells at Hit on the Euphrates; an
analysis of copper ore found at Ur showed it to have come

i from Oman, and it is probable that the Caucasus was another
source of supply ; silver came from Cilicia, and gold from
Elam' or north Syria ; limestone may have been brought from
Jebel Simran in the south or shipped down the Tigris from
the Mosul area. Lapis lazuli was the semi-precious stone
most commonly used in Sumerian jewellery, and its pro-
venance is not at all certain ; the nearest known source is on
the frontiers of Persia and India. Shell and carnelian could
easily be picked up on the shores of the Persian Gulf.

It is obvious that the integrity of Sumer and Akkad could
not have been maintained in the face of jealous and unruly
neighbours without the help of an equipped and disciplined
army. We have evidence of this in the famous inlaid
* standard ' found at XJr, and its three registers of little pic-
tures show many interesting military details (see plate facing
page 48) .8 There are four-wheeled war chariots drawn by
double yokes of asses, with a spearman standing behind the
driver and a quiver of spears fixed to the dash-board. These
spears are known to have been of two types, having either
pronged butts for use with a throwing-thong or plain butts
for in-fighting. The infantry have conical copper helmets,
sheepskin kilts and heavy felt cloaks. They are armed with
short spears, battle-axes or daggers. There is no sign of bows
and arrows, but many types of contemporary arrow-heads
have been found.

A fragment of a stone stela of the time of Eannatum, an
early governor of Lagash, gives another picture of an army
going into battle. It is known as the * Stela of the Vultures'
and is at present in the Louvre.3* Here then is an advance